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couraged remnant of Raleigh's colony of "Virginia."
A by-product of this latter act was the introduction of
tobacco in England.
Altogether, our informants concerning this important
voyage of Drake and Frobisher, to reveal the flimsy
character of Philip's hold on America, are inadequate.
There are so many gaps in the story filled in with use-
less minutiae. The changes in policy and action are not
explained, because the writers did not know. Impor-
tant details are telescoped from either indolence or
ignorance. The documents were completed in haste, as
though the authors were glad to have done with them.
It is most unfortunate that Drake, who was not en-
chanted with the figure he made in Hakluyt's first
edition, did not make a personal record of this impor-
tant voyage. The fact that an expedition of twenty-
three hundred men lost seven hundred and fifty by
wounds and sickness is not sufficient explanation of the
abandonment of Drake's original plans-. And it is to be
conjectured that if Drake had written this account we
should have heard less concerning "the consent of the
captains" and their resolutions, less about the momen-
tous decision of Captain Winter to fight on land rather
than on sea, and more concerning the true policy of
the voyage and the work of the Vice-Admiral.